The study outlined in this article aimed to describe the increasing the role of learning Portuguese for establishing the national character of Timor Leste. Portuguese language learning in Timor Leste needs to be developed seriously. The learning condition of the language still faces many problems, especially related to the material and the learning process. Therefore, the preparation of teaching materials that are truly functional and make it easier for students to learn the language needs to be developed. This needs to be done to make quality learning outcomes. Through quality Portuguese language learning, students will be able to gain understanding and appreciation of the language culture. Cultural insights will have an impact on the building of student character that is compatible with the culture of the nation of Timor Leste.
INTRODUCTION
The above fact becomes very ironic if it is linked to the policy of the Government of Timor Leste. In the policy, it is suggested that in every formal meeting it is necessary to use Portuguese. If the meeting is attended by other nations who do not know the language, Indonesian or English will be used to explain the purpose of the conversation delivered in the Portuguese language.
The emergence of Portuguese language learning problems in Timor Leste can be traced from the historical facts of the State of Timor Leste. Prior to becoming a sovereign independent State, Timor Leste was part of the State of Indonesia, the 27th province under the name of Timor Leste. Under the New Order government, Portuguese should not be used as a language of instruction or language as a social language in Timor Leste. However, the current Portuguese language in Timor Leste is widely taught and promoted with assistance from Brazil and Portugal. However, the reality is still a lot of obstacles in the development of the Portuguese language because there is still a reluctance of some among the educated youth in Timor Leste.
The Portuguese language problem in Timor-Leste can be observed from the facts that occur in language usage. Many Timorese still do not speak Portuguese fluently. The validity of this report is questioned by members of the National Institute of Linguistics of Timor Leste who maintain the opinion that Portuguese is spoken by 25% of the population of Timor. Along with other local languages, Tetum is the most commonly used language to communicate, while Indonesian is still widely used in media and schools from high school to college. Based on the above description, it can be argued that the existence of Portuguese in education in Timor Leste still faces many problems. This is due to the lack of educators in the mastery of Portuguese language and the inadequacy of learning tools that are able to support the fluency of learning the Portuguese language. In the meantime, Portuguese teachers are mostly non-graduate Portuguese education programs. Likewise, learning support facilities have not been sufficient to accelerate the mastery of Portuguese. The above description shows that Portuguese language learning in Timor Leste still requires adequate resource support for the quality of learning to achieve the expected target. In relation to efforts to improve the quality of this learning, Sudjana (2000: 35) suggests that quality learning can be seen from two things, namely the process and product learning. A learning process is said to be of quality if the learning process (PBM) can take place effectively and learners experience a meaningful learning process. Learning products are called qualified when learners show a high level of mastery of learning tasks in accordance with the goals and objectives of education.
Portuguese as a national language needs to be socialized for all nations in Timor Leste. One of the most effective Portuguese language parlors is through the learning process at school. In order to correct the pronunciation of the Portuguese through the learning process, teachers need to develop more innovative learning practices so as to improve students' learning motivation and student learning styles that support the achievement of maximal learning outcomes.
Based on observations in several public high schools and senior high schools in Dili, it is illustrated that Portuguese language learning is conducted conventionally.
Learning activities that provide opportunities for students to practice using language for the benefit of communication are lacking. Students are only required to read a package book containing Portuguese subtitles, furthermore, the student answers the content question. Thus, the activity of students in learning less passionate. Teachers in teaching Portuguese also use the Tetum language of instruction, both in explaining and giving instructions to students.From the results of interviews with teachers and questionnaires submitted by students, obtained information that students are less challenged to use the Portuguese language because the teaching materials used have not given opportunities to students to practice communication. In addition, the available materials contain topics that are less suited to students' interests and needs for daily communication. Students study topics outside of their world so that the material becomes less meaningful for students. Finally, the mastery and learning experience that students gain is verbalize. The Portuguese language will be mastered by the students easily and smoothly if the instructional material of Portuguese learning is based on the learning needs of the students. These needs include the need to communicate in classroom learning practices or communication needs outside the classroom. In relation to that statement, in the practice of learning, teachers need to have Portuguese teaching materials that match the needs of student communication. Thus, the language he learns can be practiced directly in everyday communication both at school and outside of school.
TIMOR LESTE COMMUNITY
The Democratic Republic of Timor Leste (RDTL) is a country to the north of Australia and the eastern part of the island of Timor. The territory of this country also includes the island of Goat or Atauro, Jaco, and the Oecussi-Ambeno enclave in West Timor. Timor Leste was once one of the provinces in Indonesia, namely the 
LANGUAGE LEARNING
Learning is defined by educational experts differently according to their respective perspectives on learning processes and outcomes. Slameto (2010: 2) defines learning as a process of doing something that a person does to gain a whole new behavioral change, as a result of his own experience in interaction with his Learning in this paper means all efforts given by the teacher to be able to master the learning materials that have been received that can create changes in new behavior and learning can be interpreted to try (practice and so forth) in order to gain an intelligence.
Learning is also defined as a process, meaning that in learning will occur the process of seeing, making, observing, solving problems or problems, listening, and practice. In the process of learning the teacher must be able to guide and facilitate students in order to make the learning process. The learning process should be strived effectively to change behavior. A person can be said to learn because of the indication of learning process consciously and produce behavioral changes obtained based on interaction with the environment. The environment in question is resource persons, friends, teachers, real situations and conditions, natural environment, artificial environment that can be used as a source of learning.
Learning can be through direct experience and through indirect observation.
Learning through hands-on experience is the students doing themselves or by experiencing their own, experimental examples. However, when students know because reading books or listening to teacher explanation is called learning through indirect experience. Learning is defined as an effort to make students learn (Degeng 1997: 1) . Starting from the definition of learning can be interpreted as an activity that provides good learning facilities resulting in the learning process. Provision of learning facilities for students requires a strategy, namely learning strategies. activity, pay attention to success, and revise it. Based on the description, it can be concluded that language learning is a learning process implemented by teachers and students in assessing the language with the aim of achieving success in the form of learning outcomes and the ability of students in processing and using language in communicating properly and correctly.
A learning activity can be said to be successful if it meets the criteria (a) the absorptive capacity of teaching materials to achieve high achievement, both individually and in groups, and (b) the behavior outlined in the specific teaching / instructional objectives (ICT) has been achieved by the students, either individually or in groups (Djamarah and Zain (2006: 105-106) .Therefore, in order for learning to succeed, the selection of strategies or approaches in learning must be appropriate and well planned in accordance with the four basic strategies of learning, (b) choosing a learning approach system, (c) selecting and establishing procedures, methods, and Language learning trains students to pay attention to the values in communication so they can use the language appropriately. Littlewood (1984) states that language learning is a natural response to communication needs (both productive and receptive). Therefore, we must try to convince learners to always pay attention to the communication values of what they learn. Littlewood also stated that in the classroom, anxiety can be a barrier to learning and makes students lazy to express themselves in second language learning. Therefore we must avoid overcriticism of their appearance, try to give the students an opportunity to express themselves, and create a relaxed classroom atmosphere. Harmer (1983) suggests that components in a balanced activity approach are teachers' ability to adapt and be flexible. Adaptability refers to the ability of teachers to choose and adapt their courses in teaching. While flexibility refers to the behavior of teachers in the classroom and its ability to be sensitive to changes needed to improve learning outcomes. Flexibility means the ability to use a variety of techniques and not just stick to one methodology. From the above explanation, it can be concluded that language learning aims to give the ability to learners to communicate in the language he studied. To realize an effective teaching-learning process, there must be cooperation between teachers and learners. Teachers should be able to adapt classroom conditions and be flexible in using appropriate techniques. According to Popham and Baker (Hadi, et al., 1992) , effective learning is a learning process that produces a change in students' abilities and perceptions as expected. Furthermore, Popham and Baker explained that an effective teaching and learning process depends on the selection and use of learning methods that are appropriate to the purpose of the teaching and learning process.
Meanwhile, Alatis and Altman (1981: 44) propose that in order to maximize effectiveness, a teacher needs to understand the discrepancy between what the student carries in formal language learning situations and the demands requested by the teacher and the text, the demands of the exam system, and the expectations for the prospect forward. In contrast to that opinion, McWhorter (1992: 3) states that efficiency is the ability to show something with less effort, cost, and expenditure.
Efficiency involves the effective use of time and resources to accomplish a specific task.
Starting from the above explanation, it can be concluded that effective learning should be done based on the results of student needs analysis. Student needs in question are the relationship between the ability and expectations of students of the learning process. In addition, effective learning should have an overview of the examination system used. So, there must be a match between the needs of the students and the exam system will be done.
LEARNING MATERIAL OF PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE
Portuguese teaching material is a Portuguese language subject matter that is arranged in a coherent and systematic. Teaching materials provide opportunities for students who are learning to develop their competencies systematically and programmatically. Thus, the students are able to master all competencies in a complete and integrated manner. Sungkono (2003: 1) are a set of materials that contain subject matter designed to achieve learning objectives. On the basis of these needs, it can be argued that the Portuguese teaching materials are "design" Portuguese language subject material embodied in the form of exposure language materials that can be used to study students in and during the learning process. Thus, the teaching materials have benefits and use for students so that students are interested and motivated to learn Portuguese. In this case, language learning trains students to pay attention to the values in the communication so that they can use the language appropriately.
The above statement is in line with Littlewood's (1984) view that language learning is a natural response to communication needs (both productive and receptive). Therefore, teaching materials need to be cultivated can make learners pay attention to the communication values of what they learn. Littlewood also stated that in the classroom, anxiety can be a barrier to learning and makes students lazy to express themselves in second language learning. Therefore, through the use of learning materials in accordance with the needs of students provide an opportunity for students to express themselves, and create a more interesting classroom atmosphere.
Learning materials that meet the needs of students will make learning more interesting. Thus, the learning process will run more effectively. According to Popham and Baker (Hadi, et al., 1992) , effective learning is a learning process that produces a change in students' abilities and perceptions as expected. Furthermore, Popham and Baker explained that an effective teaching and learning process depends on the selection and use of learning methods that are appropriate to the purpose of the teaching and learning process. Meanwhile, Alatis and Altman (1981: 44) propose that in order to maximize effectiveness, a teacher needs to understand the discrepancy between what the student carries in formal language learning situations and the demands requested by the teacher and the text, the demands of the exam system, and the expectations for the prospect forward.
To facilitate the understanding of language materials taught, Portuguese teaching materials need to be packaged in theme units. Each unit begins with dialogue, dialogue enrichment, dialogue exercise, spontaneous dialogue exercises, reading comprehension, and practice of reading content. The packaging material is developed communicatively so as to provide opportunities for students to communication practice. This is consistent with the opinion of Littlewood (194: 24) which states that in language learning, the communicative approach emphasizes the purpose of using language according to the context of the conversation. Language learning is directed at efforts to achieve learning objectives, namely the improvement of communicative skills. In this case, the communicative approach directs the language learner to be able to use the language in the actual communication setting.
This ability by Savignon (1984, 57 ) is called communicative ability.
In an effort to maximize the practice of language use, the organization of the content of the teaching materials needs to be developed using a communicative approach. The presentation of materials in teaching materials is oriented to the learning process and teaching the language based on the task and function of communicating. This is in accordance with the basic principle of the communicative approach proposed by Siahaan (in Pateda 1991: 86) , in (a) the material must consist of language as a means of communication, (b) the design of the material should emphasize the teaching and learning process and not the subject, and (c) materials should encourage learners to communicate fairly.
Each unit in this developed material is presented in the form of examples of dialogue, dialogue, dialogue exercises, and dialogue spontaneously. It is intended to help students achieve the expected competencies. Broadly speaking, teaching materials or learning materials containing knowledge, skills, and attitudes or values that students must learn. Viewed from the teacher, the learning materials should be taught or delivered in the learning activities. Viewed from the students of the teaching materials should be studied by the students in order to achieve the competence to be assessed by using assessment instruments that are prepared based on the indicators of learning achievement.
The development of teaching materials answers the needs of the field related to the difficulty of finding teaching materials that can meet the communication needs of students. These teaching materials have strategic value in learning activities. Banathy (in Gatot, 2008) explains that the development of teaching materials is a systematic process of identifying, developing, and evaluating the content and instructional strategies directed toward achieving learning goals more effectively and more efficiently. Syahid (2003) explains that the development of teaching materials is a form of learning strategy development based not on the basis of the interests of developers, but an alternative problem-solving learning.
The development of this resource is based on the needs of the field, especially for Portuguese language learning in Timor Leste. This is in accordance with the opinion of Gatot (2008) states that the objectives of teaching materials development are (1) preparing the learning activities in various situations so that they can take place optimally, (2) increasing the motivation of teachers to manage teaching and learning activities, and (3) teaching by filling in materials that are always new, displayed in a new way and implemented with new learning strategies as well. In line with that opinion, Mbulu (2004: 6) stated that there are four objectives, namely (1) the acquisition of instructional materials in accordance with institutional objectives, curricular goals, and learning objectives, (2) the formation of teaching materials according to the subject content structure with their characteristics (3) synthesizing and sequencing the subject topics systematically and logically, and (4) opening of continuous resource development opportunities referring to the development of science and technology. Furthermore, Kemendiknas (2007) formulates three objectives, namely (1) clarify and facilitate the presentation of messages so as not to be very verbal, (2) overcome the limitations of time, space, and sensory power, both learners and teachers, and (3) can use appropriately and varied.
CONCLUSION
Based on the above explanation, it can be argued that Portuguese language learning has an important role in building the character of the nation in Timor Leste.
Through learning Portuguese, the people of Timor Leste will understand and appreciate the direction of the development of the culture of the nation so that it will be embedded with a sense of nationalism. However, in reality, Portuguese language ISLLAC Journal of Intensive Studies on Language, Literature, Art, and Culture Vol. 1 No. 1 September 2017 50 | learning in Timor Leste is still experiencing many obstacles. These constraints need to be addressed so that learning can run well and achieve the expected target.
Efforts to overcome the barriers of learning the Portuguese language can be done through the preparation of quality Portuguese learning materials. The components of the developed material need to be adapted to theoretical or field needs. The teaching materials need to be packaged in a book that is interesting and easy to learn by students. Thus, these teaching materials can be used to facilitate and improve the effectiveness and effectiveness of the Portuguese teaching and learning process.
